are forever

Despite
the economic
downturn and rising
gold prices, art jewelry
retailers say the
future is
bright

» hen she first started out as a retailer
of contemporary art jewelry, Karen
Lorene used to have “many sleepless
nights.” But after 36 years in the business,
the owner of Facere Jewelry Art Gallery in
Seattle, Wash., knows she can weather the
“ups and downs. It should tell you some-
thing that I'm still here,” she says.

So is Elizabeth Shypertt. As co-owner
of the San Francisco-based Velver da Vinci
gallery since 1991, Shypertt has learned
not o panic during tough economic times.
“Recession or no recession, there will
always be a consumer base of people who

will pay the cost of something that isn't
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